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WHEN BENNY REECE retired 
in 1990 after 29 years as a Furman 
classics professor, the story was told 
that he preferred to teach upper-
level classes in what was then the 
library’s Bradshaw Room. He felt 
the atmosphere — classic books, 
leather-bound chairs, oak tables — 
was more conducive to the study 
of Latin than the sterile Furman 
Hall classrooms.
In this re!ned setting, Reece’s 
students would often sit trans!xed 
as he effortlessly and eloquently 
read the ancient texts from his
own translations.
Reece, who died December 29 in Bay Minette, Ala., 
at the age of 81, was a graduate of Duke University, 
where he was an accomplished athlete (baseball and 
track). After earning his Ph.D. at the University of North 
Carolina, he spent a year as a Fulbright Fellow in 
Germany and then taught at Mercer University before 
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Greer, S.C. He retired after serving 25 years 
in the 178th Field Artillery of the South 
Carolina National Guard. He was also an 
entrepreneur, operating several businesses 
in Greer and Greenville, and was known as 
“Mr. Joe” by his customers.
Vernon David Wade, Sr. ’55, November 
11, Greenville. He was a U.S. Navy veteran 
of the Korean War, after which he worked 
in information technology with Springs 
Mills, Liberty Life, Greenville County 
Schools, South Atlantic Life Insurance Com-
pany, and Tel-Man. He was also a !re com-
missioner for the Wade Hampton district 
for 12 years. He volunteered with Meals on 
Wheels and the Greenville Hospital System 
and was a Hejaz Shriners Hospital guide.
Ruth Geraldine “Jerry” Williams 
Yeoman ’56, February 14, 2011, Victoria, 
Texas. She was a retired computer analyst.
Jerry Leo “Slim” Wilhite ’60, Novem-
ber 6, Greenville. He was formerly with 
JeffCo Enterprises.
Kemuel Wayne Shipp, Sr. ’61, May 22, 
Kennesaw, Ga. Kem entered the insurance 
!eld in 1965. After working in management 
with Metropolitan Life and Paul Revere 
Insurance, he opened Kem Shipp Insurance 
in 1971 and ran the business for 26 years. 
In 1972 he began Shilo Enterprises Hold-
ing Company and owned and operated 
a Chevron Oil station, a country store, an 
ice cream parlor and a log home contract 
company. He served as past president of the 
Kennesaw Business Association, as a direc-
tor of the Kennesaw Optimist Club, and 
was on the board of the North Cobb Rotary 
Club. He was a member of the Greater 
Acworth Business and Professional Associa-
tion and was on advisory boards of several 
Georgia schools. In 1992 he was elected 
to the Georgia state legislature, serving the 
38th District. He was secretary-treasurer of 
the Cobb County legislative delegation in 
1993–94, vice chair in 1995–96, and chair 
in 1997–98. 
William Walter Downes ’64, November 
9, Landrum, S.C. He was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran.
Lamar C. Harrier ’64, March 26, 2011, 
San Antonio, Texas. Jim was in the Air 
Force for 20 years as an intelligence of!cer 
specializing in directing covert intelligence 
operations against the Soviet Union during 
the Cold War era. He retired as a lieutenant 
colonel, returned to school for a degree in 
counseling, and then worked as a psycho-
therapist. 
Penny “Treasure” Barrow Brant ’65, 
May 11, Goose Creek, S.C. She taught for 
many years in the gifted and talented pro-
gram of the Berkeley County public schools.
Linda Danielson Ellis ’65, December 1, 
Hickory, N.C. She was a tireless volunteer 
for such groups as the Children’s Resource 
Center and Hickory Service League. She 
was also active in the Catawba Science 
Center and the Hickory Choral Society. At 
First Presbyterian Church, one of her many 
contributions was leading the effort to 
develop a booklet that provided information 
for dealing with emergencies.
Dennis Jepson ’65, December 6, 
Lebanon, Mo. He played football at Furman 
and went on to a career in production 
management with companies in Ohio, 
Tennessee, Georgia and Missouri. He 
was an of!cer in the Ohio National Guard 
and was a longstanding certi!ed member 
of the American Production and Inventory 
Control Society.
Ann Cannon Webb ’67, December 7, 
Irmo, S.C. She taught English at Crayton 
Middle School for several years before stay-
ing home to raise a family. She eventually 
earned a master’s degree in library science 
from the University of South Carolina and 
went on to spend many years as the media 
specialist at Congaree Elementary School. 
She was active as a reader to the blind for 
The Baptist Courier and volunteered with 
Sharing God’s Love.
Margaret Scaife Bridges, M.A. ’70, 
November 12, Greenville. After graduating 
from the University of South Carolina, she 
served as a Christian education worker in 
Elizabeth City, N.C. After earning her mas-
ter’s in library science at Furman she was 
librarian at Bethel Elementary School for 
more than 20 years. She was a Girl Scout 
leader and a charter member of Francis 
Asbury United Methodist Church.
Nancy Southerlin Lewis ’73, December 
3, Mauldin, S.C. She was a retired special 
education teacher for Greenville County 
Schools, having taught at Bryson Middle 
School and Carolina High School. She was 
a volunteer for the American Red Cross. 
Christopher Jay Richards ’73, Novem-
ber 1, Columbia, S.C. A talented musician, 
he worked as a guitarist, vocalist and music 
teacher and performed frequently in the 
Columbia area and throughout the South-
east.
Pamela Elaine Poetter ’75, October 
1, Savannah, Ga. She began her career in 
education in the admission and records 
of!ce at the University of Tennessee- 
Nashville. From there she moved to the Uni-
versity of South Carolina and then Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, where she 
entered the !eld of writing, editing and 
print production. In 1988 she moved to 
Savannah and became the !rst director of 
publications and communications at Savan-
nah College of Art and Design. She was 
founding editor of The Georgia Guardian, 
a weekly community newspaper published 
by SCAD which received the Georgia Press 
Association’s highest award for general 
excellence. She was also a video producer 
and oversaw a weekly television program, 
SCAD-TV. Most recently she served as senior 
vice president for marketing and enrollment 
management at SCAD, initiating a number 
of new programs and advising the univer-
sity’s communications, public relations and 
recruiting efforts.
coming to Furman in 1961. As 
department chair for many years, 
he helped build and expand the 
classics program.
Rex Crews ’81, who teaches 
classics at UNC, wrote of his grati-
tude to Reece “for his unwavering 
support and con!dence in me.”
During his student days, 
Crews said, few students majored 
in classics, so many of his courses 
with Reece involved one-on-one
instruction. “Dr. Reece’s deport-
ment, even in these situations, 
was quite formal,” he said. “He 
always addressed me as Mr. Crews.
“When teaching, he wore a suit and tie and always 
displayed in his character what the Romans called 
dignitas and gravitas. A man of few words but by no 
means shy or retiring, he quietly but !rmly demanded 
our best work at all times. In keeping with his dignity 
(and to our amusement), during class translation 
Michael Vernon Rice ’75, November 18, 
Greenville. After graduating from Furman, 
he attended Northwestern University and as 
a graduate student sang with the Chicago 
Symphony Chorus. For 20 years he was 
a tenor soloist at Greenville’s Westmin-
ster Presbyterian Church, and he was for 
many years accompanist for the Greenville 
Chorale and other performing groups. He 
dedicated three decades to the education of 
young singers as a voice teacher at the Fine 
Arts Center of Greenville County Schools. 
He also taught French in the Greenville 
gifted and talented program for two years, 
and was an accompanist and singer on 
various concert tours throughout Europe. 
He was !rst runner-up for the Greenville 
School District Teacher of the Year award 
in 2003-04 and was a participant in the 
2000 International Course and Festival for 
Choral Conductors held in Bulgaria. He 
was a member of the National Association 
of Teachers of Singing; Phi Sigma Iota, the 
national romance language honor society; 
and Phi Mu Alpha music fraternity. 
Arenda Carter Bingham ’76, April 4, 
2011, Stafford, Va. She was a psychologist 
for Prince William County Schools for 25 
years and was a member of the National 
Association of School Psychologists. 
James Steven Deese ’76, September 
8, Pageland, S.C. Steve worked with Duke 
Energy as a computer system consultant for 
35 years. He was active with the Boy Scouts 
of America and was a Vigil Honor member 
of the Order of the Arrow.
THE SIGN ON T.C. SMITH’S of!ce door read 
“Shalom, y’all.”
To Peggy Haymes ’82, this greeting represented 
“a succinct blend of his warmth and whimsy, acknowl-
edging his knowledge of biblical languages and his 
Southern roots. It was a perfect greeting and benedic-
tion, conveying peace rooted in relationships.”
Taylor Clarence Smith, religion professor at Furman 
from 1966 to 1980, died peacefully November 15 at 
the age of 96. Four days later, at a memorial service in 
Greenville, former university chaplain Jim Pitts shared 
Haymes’ story, as well as those of many others who 
testi!ed to Smith’s keen intellect, sense of humor and 
gracious manner.
Smith held degrees from Louisiana College, South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary and the University 
of Edinburgh in Scotland, and did additional study 
at Oxford University, Union Theological Seminary and 
Hebrew Union College. Before coming to Furman he 
taught at Southern Seminary, the University of Chicago, 
and the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, Calif. 
He was a Navy chaplain during World War II and retired 
as a captain after 30 years in the Naval Reserve.
Furman was his last professional stop, but after he 
retired he maintained an active scholarly life. He was the 
author of 13 books and had another in progress, about 
religious themes in Shakespeare.
While Smith never wavered in his scholarly pursuits, 
Pitts pointed out that his friend didn’t exactly embrace
modern technology. “He insisted on typing on a stan-
dard upright typewriter,” Pitts said. “He was not 
computer savvy, but he was accessible by phone, 
and I was always giving out his phone number to 
people doing research or seeking academic guidance. 
Just a week before his death I connected him with 
a person doing research on the march on Selma during 
the national civil rights struggle.” Smith was proud 
of his participation in the march.
Tony McDade ’79 submitted this memory: “Who can 
forget the !rst time that you witnessed a T.C. Smith lec-
ture in which he explained obscure allusions, from the 
Talmud to Shakespeare, while writing furiously across 
the chalkboard in Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic and occa-
sionally — thank God — English? The sheer enormity of 
his intellect and the unfathomable depth of his devotion 
to social justice were indeed inspiration at its !nest.”
Pitts said he once told a group of young scholars 
that Smith, who was in the room, was such a fount 
of information that he was “faster and more accurate 
than Google.” The crowd laughed with appreciation. 
After they left, Smith turned to Pitts and asked, “Who 
is this Google? Are you talking about Barney Google?”
A brilliant mind. A beacon of integrity. A model 
of wit and wisdom, courage and compassion. Such 
are the gifts T.C. Smith leaves his family, students
and colleagues.
periods, anything that was risque was read aloud only 
in Latin!”
Crews added that “one of the things I found most 
interesting about Dr. Reece was his personality outside 
the classroom. He was a passionate collector of antiques 
and attended area "ea markets and estate sales to 
add to his amazing collection. On these occasions, 
he dressed in a blue jean jacket and cowboy hat — 
a look quite at odds with his classroom persona, but 
one I found delightful.”
Reece’s interests extended to other areas, among 
them gun collecting, short-wave radio, and jazz. He 
also collected the English and American !rst editions 
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s books, and he even spent 
a sabbatical studying the works of Charles Dickens. 
In 1989 he published a book, The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood Solved, in which he applied his knowledge 
of mythology to suggest a solution to Dickens’ !nal, 
un!nished work.
Clearly, Benny Reece was a man of gentility 
and re!nement. 
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